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Introduction

The intention of this resource is to provide Clonard Youth Ministry (CYM) with reflective
activities for school groups (and other groups as needed) of various ages that would best fit
into a segment of the retreat day. The aim of the resource is to:

1 communicate aspects of the history of Clonard Monastery, its role in peace-making and the
life of Fr Gerry Reynolds

T provide space for reflection on how Christi .
perceive as different from ourselves

1 encourage consideration about what actions this reflection might lead to

Approach
The approach taken in this resource material is that each segment covers three aspects:

1 information communicated
1 Scripture readings and questions for reflection
1 space for consideration both in quiet and in discussion (as preferred)

A range of questions and ideas has been included here for a facilitator to choose from. There is
suggested text that might be used or adapted for a group, but the facilitator is free to introduce
the questions in an entirely different way. Similarly, the amount of small group and/or whole
group discussion is flexible, according to the needs of each group. The setting for reflection and
discussion could also be variable, again, depending on the needs of the group, available space
and the right conditions to move around the buildings or locality.

The resource material has been structured across four different age groups:
1 key stage 2 (811)

1 key stage 3 (1214)

1 GCSE (1516)

1 A-level/Young adults (17-18+)



Each session is divided up into four sections:

1 information about Clonard Monastery, its role in peace-ma ki ng and Fr Gerry
(Where we are)

1 helpful prayers and readings (What we know)

1 a set of questions for reflection either individually, in pairs or in groups (What we can see)

1 application of what has been talked about and ending the session (What this means)

Perspective

The gospels are full of different perspectives. People struggle to understand who Jesus is. They
come to him with many different needs. The disciples think very differently from each other.
Jesus constantly tells stories about who people are, what they have experienced and why they
act the way they do. The idea of considerir
therefore central to knowing them fully, and understanding their needs, in order to love them

and put their needs before our own. The story of Zacchaeus meeting Jesus has not been
included in any of the session material, but it might be a worthwhile text for reflection, because

it has much to say about perspective.

Jesus entered and walked through Jericho. There was a man there called Zacchaeus,

the head tax man and quite rich. He wanted desperately to see Jesus, but the crowd

was 1 n his way. He was a short man and co
ahead and climbed up in a sycamore tree so he could see Jesus when he came by.

When Jesus got to the tree, he | ooked up a
my day to be a guest I n your home. 6 Zacch
believing his good luck, delighted to take Jesus home with him. Everyone who saw

the incident was indignant and grumped, oV
with this crook?o

Zacchaeus stood ther e, a |little stunned. H
away half my income to the pooriiand i f | 6m caught cheati ng¢
damages. 6 Jesus sai d, oToday 1is salvation
of Abr aham! For the Son of Man came to fin

Luke 1910, The Message

Zacchaeus recognises the limits of what he can see and makes a decision to see more. His
vantage point offers him a different perspective. The crowd already have a particular
perspective on Zacchaeus, but Jesus takes a
action and Jesus0d0 words to him, somet hing <c¢ch
way that will benefit others. The story is told about Jesus as evidence that he has come to
restore what has been lost.

Following the life and practice of Fr Gerry, and using this story as an example of the direction of
Scripture, the underlying model for each session of this resource is about:

1 recognising our own perspective is limited and other people will see things differently

1 considering how following Jesus includes trying to see people as he sees them; serving
others requires us to be able to understand

1 making a decision to widen our perspectives and reflecting on ways to do that

1 asking what those alternative perspectives mean for us, and what actions they might lead to



Other Youth Work

It is worth noticing briefly, that the aims and intentions of this resource sit easily alongside the
Education Authorityds current Youth Work Out
this resource are:

1. Enhanced personal capabilities (including selfawareness)

4. Development of positive relationships with others (including engagement with others
from diverse backgrounds)

5. Increased participation (including sense of belonging to community, influence on others
and advocating on behalf of others)

6. Active citizenship (including awareness of local & global issues & social action)

Further information on the Outcomes Framework can be found here:
https://www.eani.org.uk/publications/youth -service/youth-work-outcomes




KEY STAGE 2

Where we are?

Information about Clonard Monastery, its role inpeace-ma ki ng and Fr Gerry
Use video A, text is available in Appendix 1

What we know?
The Bible says, in the book of 1 Peter:

All of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and
humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. Instead, repay evil with
blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. Whoever
would love life and see good days must keep their tongue from evil and their lips
from deceitful speech. They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace
and pursue it.

1 Peter 3:911
Other helpful texts might also include:

Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.
Philippians 2.4

You have heard that it was said, O0You shal
But | say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you

may be children of your Father who is in heaven... For if you love those who love you,

what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you

greet only your friends, what more are you doing than others?

Prayer
There may be other familiar prayers that might be helpful here 9 or a recurring prayer used through-
out the day. The prayer suggested below is simply a gathering, settling prayer for what follows.

Jesus,

In your life and death, you showed us what it was
to love others and repay evil with good.

Be with us now in this place and in this moment.
Be in our thinking.

Be in our speaking.

Be in our growing and learning.

Be in our actions when we go from this place.
Amen

What we can see?

Making peace doesndt have to be about bringi
peace begins with how we understand each ot hi
classroom with or meet somewhere.

Wedre going to use this time for some thinki
maker s. Letds go back to the words written i
Ol imk e ded, or sympathetic, or compassionate a
and think for a moment quietly about what you think they mean and how we might behave.

Space for some responses, which might include:



- like-minded: not to be the same as everyone else, but to be able to be agreeable where
possible, to see things in common

- sympathetic: to be able to feel an understanding for someone else, often if they are
feeling sad or upset (but not always)

- compassionate: like being sympathetic, being able to show concern for someone, often
connected to how we feel and act

- humble: making someone else to be more important than ourselves, this can include not
assuming that we know everything about another person

Following the way of Jesus, we are being asked to think about what we have in common with
other people, to think about their experiences and to not assume we know everything about
them. Even if we think they are very different to us or have been unkind to us.

Letds put t hat to the test. Think of somet h
deeply believe in. Something important to you.

Depending on the group, suggestions might include:

- the environment: recycling, litter, cutting down pollution, stopping global warming

- animal welfare: treating animals kindly, looking after pets properly

- not eating meat

- treating people fairly: elderly people are respected, people are not treated badly because
of their race or faith or some other difference

Take a few moments to think, why do you feel strongly about these things?
How do you feel when others disagree withyou,ord o n 6 t toxagealmut it as much as you do?

Without changing your own values or beliefs, or seeing them as less important, why do you
think others disagree with you, or perhaps ¢
how someone sees something, their point of view. While you might not agree, are you able to
see someone el seds perspective on what you f ¢

What this means?

Peace making is about being able to know and talk to someone, even if we disagree with them.
This 1 sndt al ways weasy! Think about argumen
What happened? Can you think of different ways that you might have disagreed with someone,
where you might hamMe dleaden omorsey mplaitkheet i ¢, or

It might be helpful here, for the facilitator to give an example from their own life.

Closing reflection and prayer.
The Bible says, in the book of Romans:

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of
everyone. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do

not take revenge, my dear friends, but | ea\
i's mine to avenge; I wi | | repay, 6 says the
hi m; i f he is thirsty, give him something
overcome evil with good. 0

Romans 12: 1721



Again, there may be other familiar prayers that might be helpful here & or the same prayer that
began the session may be used to bring it to a close.

Jesus,

In your life and death, you showed us what it was
to love others and repay evil with good.

Be with us now in this place and in this moment.
Be in our thinking.

Be in our speaking.

Be in our growing and learning.

Be in our actions when we go from this place.
Amen



